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Ottoman Empire. Again the hopes of the colonists
had been dashed to the ground. Despairing of a
return to Servia, and deprived by the Empress Maria
Theresa of the privileges which they had hitherto
enjoyed from the Austrian rulers, many of them
emigrated to Russia in 1/40, where a large and fertile
tract of country was assigned to them on the banks
of the Dnieper. No fewer than 100,000 settled in
that region, and traces of this Serb colonisation are
still to be found. Faithful to the memory of their
fatherland, they gave to the towns which they had
founded on Russian soil, the names of places which
had once formed part of the Servian kingdom.

The Serbs hoped great things from the advent
of that philanthropic monarch, Joseph II., to the
Austrian throne. Obradovic, the poet, implored
him " to protect the Servian race, and turn thy face
towards a people, dear to thy ancestors, towards
unhappy Servia, which suffers miseries without
number. Give us back,1' he cried, u our ancient
heroes, our ancient country!" Had Joseph lived
longer, the poet's prayer might have been granted.
The Emperor made an alliance with Catherine of
Russia for the purpose of driving the Turks out of
the Balkan Peninsula, and so ** avenging/' as he
phrased it, " humanity on those barbarians." The
declaration of war in 1788 was greeted with
transports of joy wherever the Servian tongue was
spoken. From every side the Serbs flocked to the
Imperial standard. Belgrade fell in 1/89, Bosnia
was in the hands of the Austrians, Albania and
Macedonia were rising fast Colonel Mihaljevic, in